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Special arrangements have been made 
with the authors and producer of the 
Margaret Clitherow play for the Confer- 
ence Service Bureau to act as distribut-~- 
ing agent for the script. The January 
Calendar carried a story on the opening 
at the Mansfield Theatre on January 23. 


Written by Wm. Berney and Howard 
Richardson and presented by 0.S.B. Pro- 
ductions, it is the story of Margaret 
Clitherow, the English martyr, who lived 
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth and 
was married to non-Catholic John Clith- 
erow, minor official of York. 


Despite the persecution meted out to 
English Catholics of the period, Margaret 
would not recant. In addition, she gave 
sanctuary to outlawed priests; she had 
Mass celebrated in her home; she reared 
her three children as Catholics and 
smuggled the eldest to France so that he 
might grow to manhood in his faith, and 
she even served a jail sentence. When 
finally caught by the Earl of Hartford 
she denied nothing, refused to abjure 
and stand trial by a sympathetic jury. 
She was sentenced to death. 


Briefly, that is the story of Margaret 
Clitherow, due to be canonized this Holy 
Year. The theme of the play carries a 
significant message not only to Catholics, 
but to all Christians during the present 
world umrest. The playwrights, non- 
Catholics by the way, were attracted to 
the case because they were struck by the 
parallel between it and what is going on 
today in the Communist-dominated 
countries in Europe. 


It so happens that the New York critics 
were not kind to the play but it received 
excellent reviews in Boston. A summary 
of some of the quotes are as follows: 


(Cont'd. on Page 5) 


120 Madison Avenue, New York 16 
Fstablished 1937 


SPECIAL NOTE 





May we earnestly recommend 
and urge your writing to your 
Congressman to enlist his 
support for the abolishment of 
the luxury tax on theatre 
tickets. Please identify your- 
self as a Catholic Theatre Con- 
ference member. In "unity 
there is strength", remember! 








NEW ROYALTY REDUCTIONS 





Rev. James Donohue of Loras 
College has extended to the Confer- 
ence a special royalties offer in 
relation to his plays. In addition 
to a royalty reduction for members 
producing them the Conference will 
derive 10% off all royalties accrued. 
This should prove to be an added 
source of income for us as well as 
supplying our directors with good 
scripts at royalties within their 
budgets. 


We cincerely appreciate Father 
Donohue's thoughtfulness and extend 
our gratitude to him. As one of our 
former Presidents he is well aware of 
the needs of the Conference and its 
directors. 


The September Calendar listed his 
QUEEN ESTHER and his adaptation of 
Racine's THE WRANGLERS. Others are 
OEDIPUS REX, EMMA and the ORESTEIA. 


QUEEN ESTHER is a biblical play in 
2 acts - 9 males, 2 females plus 
extras. Script carries production 
notes. 


OEDIPUS REX - this tragedy has a 
cast consisting of the Narrator, 
Oedipus, Creon, Teiresian, Jocasta, 

a Messenger and Shepherd. 


Subsequent Calendars will give more 
information concerning the other 
scripts. $25.00 royalty plays will 
carry a $20.00 rate for Conference 
Members; $20.00 royalty plays for 
$15.00 fee. 


We recommend your consideration of 
these scripts. 





CENTRAL REGIONAL MEETING 





A two-day meeting of the Central 
Region, comprising the states of 
<llinois, Iowa, Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, was held at Loyola Community 
Theatre under the co-chairmanship of 
Rev. Mathias Kucera of St. Procopius 
College, Lisle, Ill., and Mr. Walter 
Bamberger of Loyola Academy , Chicago. 


The address of welcome and statement 
of purpose was given by Sister Mary 
Angelita, retiring chairman of the 
region. The program carried a message 
from Mr. Jos. F. Rice, Conference 
President. Rev. Robert Johnston, S.J., 
of St. Louis University Speech Dept. 
and chairman of the West-Central 
Region, was in attendance and spoke on 
A Drama Curriculum for the College. 
Messages of greetings and good wishes 
were received from other Regional 
Chairmen and Executive Board members. 


Lecture Demonstrations were given 
on Stage Makeup and Techniques of 
Lighting the Stage and suggestions on 
how to improve photographs taken of 
stage presentations. Rev. Karl G. 
Schroeder of Loras College gave a 
cemonstration of the techniques in 
directing a play, including casting, 
blocking and characterization with The 
Importance of Being Earnest” as his 
example. Students from Loras, De Paul, 
Rosary, Mundelein and St. Procopius 
Colleges participated. Mr. David Itkin 
of DePaul spoke on Characterization 
from the Standpoint of the Director and 
of the Actor. Saturday's sessions 
closed with an evening performance by 
the Curtain Guild of Loyola University 


of ELECTRA, directed by Eugene O'Sullivan. 


Sunday opened with a Missa Recitata 
in Madonna Deila Strada Chapel on the 
Loyola University Campus. Mr. Itkin 
presided for the afternoon general 
session including Moral Aspects of the 
Drama with Rev. Walter Farrell, O.P., 
Prof. of Philosophy, Dominican House of 
Studies, River Forest, as the speaker. 
Mr. Bernard Simon, N.Y. Theatrical Press 
Agent, spoke on Publicizing the Play. 


The meeting closed with an afternoon per- 


formance of THE DOCTOR IN SPITE OF HIM- 
SELF, arena style by the Curtain Guild 
of Loyola University directed by John 
Bettenbender. 





MAY WE INTRODUCE: 





Mr. Walter L. Bamberger our 
newly elected Chairman of the 
Central Region ...... Mr. Bamberger 
was elected to the chairmanship 
during the regional meeting held 
in Chicago Feb. 4 and 5. He is 
director at Loyola Academy, Chicago 
and has served in the past on 
Committees concerned with the 
annual high school festival held 
Thanksgiving weekends under the 
auspices of the Conference. 


Mr. Bamberger succeeds Sister 
Angelita of Immaculate Conception 
Academy, Dubuque. Sister Angelita 
is to be complimented on a task 
exceptionally well done. Her un- 
ending enthusiasm, willingness and 
hard work have made the Central 
Region the largest and most active. 
To Sister goes our heartfelt grati- 
tude and to Mr. Bamberger our good 
wishes as well as our appreciation 
of his acceptance of the chairman- 
ship. 


AND MAY WE ALSO INTRODUCE: 


Rev. Thomas Flaherty, 0.S.B., 
director of dramatics at St. Anselm's 
College, Manchester, New Hampshire 
and Sister M. Frances Raphael, di- 
rector of the Sacred Heart Players, 
Waterbury, Conn., who were appointed 
Vice-chairmen of the New England 
Region by Rev. John L. Bonn, S.J., 
the Regional Chairman. 





Father Flaherty will assist 
Father Bonn in administering Confer- 
ence affairs in northern New England 
and Sister Raphael will assist in 
southern New England. 


NEW PLAY 


ARMOR OF LIGHT is the title for 
Father Urban Nagle's new play. It 
is the story of St. Paul and covers 
a series of episodes in his life. 
Opening date - Feb. 23 - Blackfriars’ 
Theatre, New York City. Undoubtedly, 
it will run all through Lent. A later 
issue of the Calendar will carry a 
more detailed account of the play. 
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LIBRARY ADDITIONS 





HERE'S TO THE FAMILY! - a series of 
dramatized radio programs on the 
practical problems of modern marriage 
including post-broadcast discussion 
period. This series was broadcast 
over Station WNBC, the National 
Broadcasting Company and was sponsored 
by the Coordinating Committee of 
Catholic Lay Organizations of the 
Archdiocese of New York. Running 
time - 1/2 hour. Subjects covered 
in the 13 scripts are: 

i 1 - Mixed Marriages 

if 2 - Why Not Get a Divorce? 
j P Reno and the Roma Rota 
Preparation for masringe 
# 5 - Who's Boss Around Here 
F 6 - Must We Have a Baby Every Year? 
i. 
440 


Proxy Parents 
Juvenile Delinquency 
Spin-Proof Marriages 
if Sex Education in the Home 
‘11 - Junior Talks Back 
12 = Letter to Rebecca Hastings 
#13 ~ The Family Mailbox 


Each script is an individual publication 
so the series may be borrowed in whole 
or in part. Permission to use may be 
obtained by applying to the Coordinating 
Committee of Catholic Lay Organizations, 
451 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


NEW ENGLAND REGION 
PLAYWRITING AWARD 





A prize of $100, offered by an 
anonymous donor, will be awarded for the 
best unpublished full length play by 4 
New England resident submitted to the 
Catholic Theatre Conference New England 
Region, according to Rev. John L. 

Bonn, S.J. of Boston College, chairman 
of the region. 


The contest is open to all writers 
regardless of creed. All rights to 
plays submitted remain with the authors. 
Manuscripts must be typewritten and 
must be accompanied by self-addressed 
envelopes bearing return postage. 
Entries should be sent to New England 
CIC Play Contest, care of Office of 
General Publicity, Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill 67, Mass., and must be 
postmarked not later than midnight of 
August 1. Judges of the contest will be 
announced later. 





PLAY READING - AS A FINE ART 





This excellent suggestion comes to 
us from Mr. Emmett Lavery, noted Catholic 
playwright and author of The Magnificent 
Yankee", "The Gentleman from Athens", 
"Murder in a Nunnery", etc. 


"Attention - all schools and seminaries. 
Are you overlooking one of the most useful 
and exciting techniques in the art of 
modern theatre - the art of group readings 
of good plays? 


If you find that your favorite play is 
too difficult to stage, or if you have lost 
your favorite star or director for a par- 
ticular semester, why abandon the play? 
Why not, in arena fashion, arrange for a 
group reading of the play? True, it is an 
intimate form of enjoyment. Readings are 
not effective if the audience is too large. 
But the effect upon the players (or readers), 
and that part of the audience which is 
really keen for theatre, is direct and 


dynamic. 


In our grandparents’ day reading clubs 
were a popular and a respected institution. 
How about reviving them? They bring the 
best of world theatre within the reach of 
everyone. And with very little effort." 


PACKAGE PUBLICITY 





Enclosed with this issue of the Calendar 
you will find an advertising piece on 
PACKAGE PUBLICITY SERVICE, which speaks for 
itself. The director of the Service, 

Mr. Bernard Simon, New York Press Agent, 
was one of the speakers during the Central 
Regional meeting in Chicago. 


ST. GENESIUS MEDALS 





The Catholic Actors Guild can supply 
you with medals of St. Genesius showing 
head and shoulders with the words 
St. Genesius, Actor, Martyr, surrounding 
him. Sterling silver medals are $1.00; 
gold ones are $9.50 - $16.50, 10K and 14K. 
Order by writing to Miss Pugliese, Catholic 
Actors Guild of America, Hotel Astor, 

New York 19, N. Y. 


ADDED TO LIBRARY 


OH! SUSANNA - a comedy with music based 
on the songs of Stephen Foster. Script by 
Florence Ryerson and Colin Clements; score 
and lyrics by Ann Ronell. 7 males, 3 
females - minstrel men, chorus, extras as 
desired. 1 ext. scene. Costumes 1850. 
Published by Saml. French. 
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BROADWAY COMMENTS 


by 


Mrs. Christopher Wyatt 





ARMS AND THE GIRL - "The Pursuit of 
Happiness" as a musical still pur- 
sues it in a ponderous score by 
Morton Gould which rather baffles 
Mamoulian's direction, Michael Kidd's 
dances and the efforts of Nanette 
Fabray and Georges Guetary. Pearl 
Bailey has the two hit songs and 
General Washington rides in on a real 
white horse. 


AS YOU LIKE IT - It's winter in the 
Forest of Arden in Act I and spring- 
time in Act II in this most beautiful 
production which Katharine Hepburn 
keeps lively and animated. Conceived 
by Michael Benthall (0ld Vic) and 
designed by James Bailey, the cast 
misses nothing in the poetry and wit 
of the lines. Ernest Thessiger's 
'Jacques' has the gentle sadness of 
Old age and Aubrey Mather's ‘Duke’, 
the kindliness, 


DANCE ME A SONG = Sad to say everything 
just misses fire in Dwight Deere Good- 
man's revue from Mielziner's decor to 
Joan McCracken's numbers - except the 
new young Monologuist, Wally Cox. 


MR. BARRY'S ETCHINGS - Can’t survive. 


THE COCKTAIL PARTY - That many sided 
poet, T. S. Eliot, now presents us with 
the most brilliant comedy of the cen- 
tury in which the piercing psychology 
is matched by the wit and deep signifi- 
cance of the lines which are really in 
free verse. Martin Browne's produc- 
tion, with exception of one character, 
is flawless. At the Henry Miller. 


THE DEVIL'S DISCIPLE - Shaw's melo- 
drama of the American Revolution, 
which offers a new male lead for each 
of its three acts, is now decorated 
with Maurice Evans as roistering 
'Dick Dudgeon’, Victor Jory as the 
Parson and Dennis King perfect in the 
plush part of General Burgoyn@ under 
the expert direction of Margaret 
Webster. Fine entertainment. 


THE HAPPY TIME - Family comedy inter- 
spersed with bawdy humor. The problem 
of a Scotch Presbyterian mother married 
to a French Canadian and how to shield 
her son from the influence of his very 
unstable uncles and grandfather. 

Claude Dauphin and Leora Dana delightful 
as the puzzled parents. 





THE ENCHANTED - Fantastic comedy by 
Giraudoux which lacks almost every- 
thing that made the MADWOMAN OF 
CHAILLOT so enjoyable. (Closed) 


THE INNOCENTS - The intangible horror 
which enshrouds Henry James' haunting 
story, THE TURN OF THE SCREW, has 
actually been conveyed to the stage 
by William Archibald with the fine 
cooperation of the London director, 
Peter Glenville, set and lighting by 
Mielziner, music by Alex North, 
Beatrice Straight as the governess, 
Isobel Elsom and two children. A 
practically perfect production. 


THE MAN - Overkindliness on the part 
of the widowed Mrs. Gillis results in 
her finding herself locked up ina ~~ 
lonely house with a pleasant young 
homicidal maniac. One wonders how 
Dorothy Gish stands the strain placed 
on her night after night by Don 
Hanmer, so uncomfortably convincing 
as the maniac. 


FREI 


Are there some UNRETURNED Confer- 
ence scripts burning a hole in your 
desk or book-shelves? We wish we had 
them back! 


DRAMA FELLOWSHIPS 





One of the most important projects 
of the National Theatre Conference, 
the awarding of fellowships to 
promising playwrights, directors, 
workers and other persons connected 
with the non-commercial theatre, re- 
ceived an allocation of $10,000 for 
1950 from NIC trustees at their 
annual budget meeting held in Cleve- 
land in January. 


The fellowships, ranging from $500 
to $1,000, are issued for one year's__ 
duration. Mr. Maurice Gnesin, Goodman 
Memorial Theatre, Chicago, and chairman 
of the Fellowship Project, is ready to 
receive applications, reports Dr. Sawyer 
Falk, head of the drama department at 
Syracuse University and President of 
the National Theatre Conference. 


ok « 











"DESIGN FOR A STAINED GLASS WINDOW" (Cont'd.) 








"The season's most powerful new cant 


P American 
Honest and deeply moving.” (Herald 
"Written with dignity and —" 
Post 
"The production is a work of arte 
(Globe) 
"It is a highly dramatic subject that 
provides a good framework for a suc- 
cessful play. And, perhaps more sig- 
nificantly, it gives an opportunity for 
an explicit statement of the Roman 
Catholic point of view. It is likely 
that no modern play has come forward 
so openly in discussing doctrinal 
points." (Christian Science Monitor) 
The same publication calls it "a 
dramatic piece of writing that is su- 
perior for its construction and its 
dialogue." 


The Boston Traveler reviewed it as "a 
sincere and reverent drama", refers to 
its "eloquently phrased dogma” and its 
tense third act in which Margaret is 
condemned to a cruel and tortuous death. 
It is "an earnest tribute to the shining 
courage and glowing faith of a deeply 
religious woman." 


The diocesan paper, The Pilot, had this 
to say: “Let it first be established 
that 'Design for a Stained Glass Window’ 
is just about the most outstanding new 
play to enter Boston's present theatre 
season.” And "That ‘the play is the 
thing'. is more than a stock phrase is 
proved by this moving drama .... solidly 
yet simply constructed; it moves ahead 
always and at times is brilliantly 
written in the highest terms of the 
theatre". The review concludes with 
these words: "excellent theatre and away 
above much of the ceiling zero fare 

that lands upon the Broadway runway." 


The Brooklyn Tablet, diocesan paper, 
commented that the play "did not deserve 
the rather severe drubbing it took from 
some of the critics in the daily press. 
At least three of the latter presumably 
left without seeing the third act, which 
was played to as intent an audience as 
any play could have." The reviewer 


called the third act "superb" and “brings 


‘Design’ to dramatic heights". The re- 


view concludes with "A few of the critics 


may have slipped out of the Mansfield on 
opening night but they went unnoticed as 
the audience stayed to bring out the 


cast for repeated curtain calls. It 
was an unusual performance for the 
Broadway stage. It is reported that 
the play had a slow beginning in 
Boston only to have hundreds turned 
away at its last performance. We 
hope the producers give the public a 
chance to demonstrate again that even 
critics can be wrong.” 


As too often happens in these days 
of high production costs, additional 
funds were not available after the 
initial $75,000 and one week's operat- 
ing expenses and so the play closed 
after but eight performances. 


Interested in it as a Conference 
vehicle we contacted the producers 
and obtained permission to handle it. 
Mr. Segasture of 0.S.B. Productions 
has had copies of the play made and 
put at our disposal 40 copies for read- 
ing purposes. Directors wishing a copy 
will not have to wait on a long reser- 
vation list. Each manuscript also 
contains the New York Playbill for the 
production. 


The script has but one setting, the 
living room of the Shambles, an Eliza- 
bethan house in York. The story opens 
in 1571 and has a 12 year span. It 
is written in 3 acts, the first in l 
scene, the second and third in 2 scenes. 
The cast: 9 males plus 3 extras, 3 
females, 3 children (boys) and a dog. 
Royalty $25.00. 


We trust you will find this script 
just what you have been looking for. 
It is well worthy of production. It 
behooves us to extend recognition and 
support to writers who put forth their 
efforts to write fine things. We don't 
want them to become discouraged and 
revert to writing the usual commercial 
fare. 


Here is another opportunity for us 
to prove that even if Broadway didn't 
want it and wouldn't give it a chance 
the Theatre Beyond Broadway does and 


will! 
HHEHKHHRHHRHH HE 


PROJECTED SCENERY :- The compilation of 
data on projected scenic backgrounds 
listed in the Jan. Calendar, has proved 
to be in great demand. Is it due to 
all those productions of SONG AT THE 
SCAFFOLD? 








BOSTON C.Y.0 
ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL 


Rev. George Dowd, director of the 
Boston C.Y.0., has sent us back- 
ground information on their annual 
Play Festival and its series of 
preliminaries. Seventeen dramatic 
groups participated during the 
month of December leading up to the 
finals held January 6. 

On December 11 seven schools in 
the high school division presented 
their plays at St. Rose's School 
Hall, Chelsea. One college and 
three senior parish groups met at 
Newton College of the Sacred Heart 
on December 13. And on December 18 
six parish junior groups met at St. 
Agnes School Hall, Arlington. 





The best plays from the four 
groups were presented January 6 at 
New England Mutual Hall, Boston under 
the auspices of the Boston Catholic 
Theatre. Judges for the preliminary 
festivals were: Rev. Joseph Curran,S.J. 
of St. Mary's Church, Boston; Miss 
Frances Crowley, Emerson College; 
Robert Guest, Cambridge Latin School; 
and John Watts, Boston College. 


Participating in the finals, 
having received Superior ratings in 
the preliminaries, were: St. Thomas 
Junior Parish group with their pre- 
sentation of "Mary of Scotland" (Act 3); 
Mount Trinity Academy - "The Case of 
the Weird Sisters"; College of the 
Sacred Heart - "The Meeting of Saint 
Benedict and Saint Scholastica”; 
Most Precious Blood Senior Parish 
Group - "The Devil and Daniel Webster”. 
The latter was rated the most out- 
standing production. 


Regis College presented "Jenny 
Kissed Me" as the closing touch for 
a full evening of theatre. 


A SPECIAL TREAT 





Conference members in the New 
York, New Jersey, Penna. and Conn. 
areas (within easy traveling distance) 
had the opportunity to purchase $4.80 
tickets at $1.80 for THE VELVET GLOVE, 
Christopher prize-winning play. And 
to see DESIGN FOR A STAINED GLASS 
WINDOW - $4.80 seats for only the 
tax, 80 cents, thanks to the Press 
Agents of both productions. 


WE NOTE WITH INTEREST: 


New member, Good Counsel College, 
White Plains, N.Y., presents first 
New York area production of SONG AT 
THE SCAFFOLD - director, Ken McGinn, 
Fordham graduate student. 





College of New Rochelle doing an 
all female production of CITY OF 
KINGS - Muriel Bachman, C.U. graduate 
directing. 


Catholic Theatre of Detroit cele- 
brating its 10th Anniversary on 
March 5. 


Fordham University presents THE 
COMEDIAN, the story of St. Genesius, 
patron saint of the Conference and 
all actors. Director - E. L. Kloten: 
Father M.D. Dubee, Executive Board 
Member, moderator of St. Aloysius 
Dramatic Society and St. Genesius 
Players' Guild, Montreal in New York 
to see the production. 


Constant "beratings" concerning 
overdue scripts now bringing to light 
long buried ones - plus extra con- 
tributions to Service Bureau library 
to make up for keeping them so long. 


Father John L. Bonn, S.J. of 
Boston College signed with Doubleday 
Company to publish his book, HOUSE ON 
THE SANDS, to be out in August. Father 
stole away several months ago, found 
a hideout and completed the book. 


The increasing number of calls now 
that our new phone number is listed 
under the Conference's name in the . 
new telephone directory. Also, the 
number of directors, potential members, 
contacting the office thanks to the 
publicity being given the Conference 
by the Genesian Guild, the New York 
organization of professional Catholic 
theatre and radio people. The Guild 
in conjunction with the C.Y.0. is 
presenting a series of work programs 
on Play Production throughout the 
various parishes. 


This is your present editor's final 
issue. Next month your new editor, 
Mr. Robert Emerich, will write the 
Calendar. We'll continue to be in 
touch with you through the Secretary's 
Colum. 














